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ceſſary, here to correct ſome groſs Miſr 
which have been abundantly, and (tis to be fear d) by 
ſore affettedly and induſtriouſly made, of that Differ- 


3 181 not unlikely; that e a 
233 of the following Sermon may be inqui- 


38833 the Difference between Me and the Peo- 
Sie ple of Northampton, that iſſued in that 
Separation 
the Preaching of this Farewel- Sermon. — There is, 
by no Means, Room here for a full Account af that 
Matter : But yet it ſeems to be proper, and even ne- 


ence : Such as; That I inliſte on Perſons being aſſured 


of their being in a State of Salvation, in Order to my 
admitting them into the Church; that I required 3 


Relation of the Method' and Order of a Fer- 


ſon's inward and of the Time and Manner 
of his Converſion, as the Teſt of his Fitneſs for Chriſtian 


Communion; yea, that I have undertaken to ſet up a 


pure Church, and to make an exact and certain Dif- 


tinction between Saints and Hypocrites, 

ie e | 
in theſe Things Þ had fallen in with Ds. 
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ſitive concerning the Circumſtances of 


Me and Them, which occaſion'd 
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1 PREFACE. 


who have lately appeared in Neu- England, called Sepa- 
ratiſts; and that I myſelf was become a grand Separa- 
#f# ;' that T red all the Power of judging of the 
Qualifications of Candidates for Communion wholly to 
myſelt, and inſiſted on acting by my ſole Authority, 
in the Admiſſion of Members into the Church, Sc. 
In Oppoſition to theſe ſlanderous Repreſentations, I 
ſhall at preſent only give my Reader an Account of 
_ Things which J laid before the Council, that 
| ſeparated between Me and my People, in Order to their 
a juſt and full Aceount of Pranei relat- 
= Afﬀair 2 * bigs 
by before the ſi ing of the Council, my People 
had — to the Rev. Mr. CLARk of Selen. Villages 
deſiring him to write in Oppoſition to my Principles. 
Which gave me Occaſion to write to Mr. CLARK, — 
he might have true Information what my Principles 
were. And in the Time of the fitting of the Council, 
I did, for their Information, make a publick Declaraz 
= of ——— — — 
of the ſame with that in 
| — to Mr. CLARK, and very much in the ſame 
Words. And then, afterwards, ſent in ta the Council 
ia Writing, an Extract of chat Letter, containing the 
Information 1 had given Mr. Crank, in the very 


read and confider it at their Leiſure, and have A more 
certain and ſatisfactory Knowledge What my Principles 
were. The Pa wich I fon in no chow, ws n 
thefollowing Words. | 17 : 
4 1 ami | and I don't know but 
* „in the C ares david] 
. jon ien Raped dc the Terms of Cad 
* (Communion, and as being for ĩntroducing a peculiar 
Way of my on. Whereas, I. dont perceive chat 
differ at all from che Scheme of Dr. Warrs, in his 


„ which. 


Words of my Letter to him, that the Council might 


F Book entitled, The rational Foundation of A Cbritian 
Int broad "and the Terms of Chriſtian Communion ; 
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Thing wlüch I have 
thod of chis Church's and which 1 
dare no r go on in, is their-publickly 


46 which: he ſays, is the common Sentiment am Prattice' 
< of all reformed:Churehes. ' I had not ſeen this Book 
« of Dr. WaTs's when I publiſh'd what I have writ- 
ten on the Subject: But yet, I think my Sentiments, 
% as I have expreſs'd them, are as exactly le 
© to what he lays down, as if I had been his Pupil. 
«Nor do I at all go beyond what Dr. Donpalibdoꝝ 
<« plainly ſhews to Sa his Sentiments, in his Rs/e and 
« Pyogreſs of Religion, and his Sermons on Regeneration, 
<« arid his F and Notes on the New-Teſta- 
< ment. Nor irideed; Sir, when J conſider the Seati- 
ments you, have expreſs d in your Letters to 
Pommey and Mr. Billing, can I perceive but that they 
<.come exactly to the ſame Thing that I maintain. 
* You ſuppoſe, the Sacraments are not converting Or- 
* dinances-: Bur that, as Seals of 'the Cournant, they 
* proſuppuſe Convet ſion, eſpecially in the Adult; and that 
it i uiftble Saintſbip, ar in other Words, a credible Pro- 
lien of "Faith and Repentancr, à ſolemn Gonſent' to 
* tbe Goſpel-Covenant, juin d with a good Converſation, 
& and competent Meafirrof Chridtiom: is mbar 
4 gives a Onſpel- Rig bs to all ſacred Ordinances» But abur 


ii is ne to thoſe that come to theſe-Qtdinances,; 
* n, in 


that profeſt a Conſent tothe Gofhel-Chve: 
nan, bat they: be. fincere in their Profeſſion; dir at 
<: leaſt ſhould think themſelves ſo. Ihe great 
in the eſtabliſfid Me- 


to the Form of Words rehearſed on:Qccafion of their 
«.. Adimifion/ w the Communion, without pretending 
8. to mean any ſurh Thing as an hearty Con- 
i ſem to the Terras of the Goſpel- Covenant, or to 
* n ſuch Fuith or R as belong to the 
& Covenant of Grace, and ate the grand Conditions of 
* that Covehant : It being, t the fame Time that the 
* Words are uſed, cheit knoten and eſtabliſh'd Princi- 


ane * * e 


id P:R EFA QE. 


chat Men-may-and ought to uſe theſe Words, and 
{ 4 mean no ſuch Thing, but elſe of a Nature 
} 6 far inferiour; which I think they have no diſtinct 
<«< determinate Notion of; but ſomething conſiſtent 
with cheir knowing that they don't chuſe God as 
t their chief Good, but love the World more than 
* Him, and that they do not give themſelves up en- s 
2 w God, but make Reſerves; and in ; 0 
t knowing that they dot t heartily conſent to the Goſ- 8 
* pel- Covenant, but live ſtil} under the reigning Pow-- 0 
cc 
66 


< er of the Love of the World, and Enmity to God 
* and. Chriſt. So that the Words of their publick- 
fProfeſſion, according to their openly eſtabliſh'd Uſe, 
©, ceaſe-to be of the Nature of any Profeſſion of 1 
Faith and Repentance, or any proper Com 
vyith the Covenant: For tis their Profeſſion, he 
Words, as uſed; mean no ſuch Thing. The Words 
der theſe Circumſtances, do at leaſt fail of 
being a credible Profeſſion of theſe Things. — I can 
<<. conceive of no ſuchVertue in a certain Sett of Words, 
that tis proper, meerly on the making theſe Sounds, 
to admit Perſons to Chriſtian Sacraments, without 
any Regard to any pretended \M of thoſe 
Sounds : Nor can I think, that any Inſtitution of 
Chriſt has eftabliſh'd any ſuch Terms of Admiſſion 
into che Chriſtian Church. It don't belo 
the Controverſy between Me and my People; how 
7 or large the Profeſſion ſhould be, that is 
** required. / 3 — -confined to ex- 
* act Limits as to that Matter: But rather than con- 
** tend, I ſhouldcontent myſelf with a few Words briefly 
* expreſſing the cardinal Vertues or Acts implied in a 
. ; 
ec 
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PREFACE * 


« of a publick Charity, however. he himfelf might 
* a his own Converſion, on Account of his not 


«. 1emembring the Time, not knowing the Method of 


* hisConverſion, or finding ſo much remaining Sin, Gr. 


« And (if his own Scruples did not hinder his coming 
© to the Lord's Table) I ſhould think the Minifber-or : 
Church had no Right to debar fuck a 
tho he ſhould ſay be did not think himſelf. rd 
“For I call that RA — 


* Proſeſſion of the gre — — pan or 


<< confiſts and — 
nnen. 1 300 
| vue Moy 7. e. 4 


Thus far my Leiter ta Mr. CLARK. 2117 28 


"The Council having heard that 1 had made cenain 
Draughts of the Covenant, or Forms ot a 
feſſion of Religion, which I ſtood ready to 5 of 
from the Candidates for Church-Communion, they, for 
their further Information, ſent for them. Accordingly 
L ſent them four diftin&Dra s arForma which — 
drawn up about a Twelve- before, as What I 

od rad i acep of (ny one of thee) n 
ca and break with my Fe, 


© The toro ſhorteſt. of theſe Forms are i 
_ ——— 2 Bun 


7 
45 Eto which. the Evra 
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« TT els 50d in 6 Heart Tiki 
«ardent TEE 
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tion the Perſon, as 


<2fequite me to give up myſelf wholly to Him, and 
$1toferye Him wWick my Body and my Spirit. And 
0 da accοrdingly now Promiſe to walk in a Way of 


* $*Qbedjence da all the Commandments of God, as 


long as] ihn yon bib 15 1152 nag 
70 Such Kind of Profeſſions as tlieſe I ſtood ready: to to 
r than contend-and break with my People. 


 Not:butcthatiE;think:;#t much more convenient, that 


ordinarily the publick Profeſſion of. Religion, that 


is mine by Chriſtians, ſhould be much fuller and more 


und that (as I hinted in my Letter to Mr. 
CLark) I ſhould not chuſe to be tied up to any certain 
Form of Words, but to have Liberty to vary the Ex- 
preſſions of a publick Profeſſion, the more exactly to 
ſuit the Sentiments and Experience of che Profeſſour, 
that it might be a more juſt and free Expreſſion of 
what ne finds in tis Heart: 

ond mereover it muſt be-noted; thay Þ ever inſiſted 
on that it belonged to me as a Paſtor, before a Pro- 


one s accepted, to have full Liberty to inſtruct the 

Cin idute in the Meaning of the Terms of it, and in 
de Nature of the Phin 
aAncke h enquire i 


propoſed it tobe profeſſed; 
inal: Underſtanding of theſe 
beſt Diſcretion ; and to cau- 


Things//uctorditig to my 


neſs in making ſuch a Profeſſion, or doing it mainly 
tu Eredit of Miniſelf or his Fatnilyg br from any 
ſeeilar Views r put him on ſerious 
I OE and ſearching his own, Heart, and 


efitical Ani Ueteived in the Profeſſion 


Gd. to Karch aàpd enlighteh? him,” that he 
5 1 5 pointing forth to him the many 


avs . e nene are liable to be deceived: 
De d it itnptoper fork Miniſter in Teh ; 


Caſe, to 3 = _— "of the Candidate what can 


— great pe _ 


asNhobld think -needful, againſt Raſh- 


be remerherss of Circumſtances, of his Chriſtian 
BY "ig 3 Fry dhe 5 tend much to illuſtrate his 
pp 144. i 


CY 
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Jer e cr ce a e e un eee 
as Searchers Hkarts, but are accept tba ſerious 
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PREFACE. vii 


| proper Inſtructions: thò a particular Knowledge and 


emembrance of the Time and Method of the firſt 


Converſion to God, is not to be made the Teſt of a 


Perſon's Sincerity, nor inſiſted on as neceflary in Qre 

to his being 168 044 into full Chatity. 9 201 
think it at all improper or unprofitable, that in ſome 
ſpecial Caſes, a Declaration of the particular Circum- 
— of a Perſon's firſt Awakening, and the Manner 
of his Convictions; Illumirations ald Comforts, ſhould 
be publickly exhibited before the whole Congregation, 
on Occaſion of his Admiſſion into the Church; tho? 
this be not demanded as nereſſaty to Admiſſions 

ever declared againft inſiſting on a Relation ORR 
riences, in this Senſe*( vir. a Relation of the particular 
Time and Steps of the Operation of the Spirit, in firſt 
Converſion) as the Term of Communion Aa 


a Relation of Experiences be meant a Declatatigh\of 
Experience of che great Phings'wraught, whareirtrac 
Grace and the eſſential Acts and Habits ee 
conſiſt; in this Senſe, I think an Accdunt of a Ferfen's 
Experiences neteſſary in Order to his Admillion ite 
Communion in ie Church. ¶ But that in Ahareer 


neither Miniſter nor Church ate to ſet up the 


ſolemn Profeſſion of the Well inſtructed Pr : 
a good Life, as beſt able to determine what he far 
his own Heart. | 1 

Theſe Things may ſerve in ſome Meaſure to ſet 
right thoſe of my 85 1 been miſſed in 
their Apprehenſtons of the State of the Controverſy be- 
tween me and my People, by the foremention'd Miſ- 
repreſentations, N 


5 in 


SN 
c 


. \ * 89 7 % 
* * "3 © "3 © * 8 
- - . 
— IT; % F 52 0 1 E \ IT a 
. - # 5 — Ss % — 


1 
„ 11 * eee . 
£34 5-94 254 £634 19 19 141! 77 
* 4 «4 £4, ©® : a _— - 9 

Hi . F 1 , hn 5 £3; i 

„ * * * 

* "44 4 : 29 * « i " N 
57 4, P * 1 4 #32159 71 * ; C : + 4. — 4 


© IC # „. 


1 
MAURY ro 


ien e 74 14 < ' | 
er. N 1 nls Ori Tm Tory poop 4 G 120 
Wer 8 
7 = * «h „ . * 4 
LA 3 , 


Kneeland : in  Quoenfroe, free over 
u the F Boſton. 


„ N 


l 8. 
. — 


1 tw, 4 
* 9 1 


. . 
It; g " 47; a 10 
0 11 


| Humble Inquiry into the Rules of 
the Word of GOD, concerning the 

cations requi ite toa compleatStand- 
x and full n in 1 nlible 


1 * CeO 1 
| 2 
9 * +4 wb 4 4 « #44 6 # hb«d +. - - '* + 4 — F »# « * 


7 9 1100 At 't 142 5 —- + vows 2 * 
"pda. COR, 4. 44 „ 
4 als JE" hb 10 in Part, 


tber We ure your Regin, even a4 Ye 


""alho are dur in the Day 75 the LORD 


e 


Add 


- 
c 


—" That be, had appr yed himſelf to his Op owh Gon; 


* Fer out = Remo it Ibis, the Teſtimony 


* ESL 


FOO # 365) 13 bladed 
0 C1 ver! 7a, Wers wy Ci ao V 415 01 
W ke, in the p Part of 
ES oats 


Co in — — of his 
+ Miniſtry. In che Text, amd two 
Verſes; he declares what were Wis 
pports under the Troubles he met with. 
ate four Things in Parent. et Ae 


„Ibat in 


2 ahm, but 
onverſation in the 


Bhi al] 
t as he had 


Simplicity and go bY; 5 
2 race e 
ld, and more af 


J Farewel-SERMOMN. 


ö 2275 had alſo to the Conſciences of his 
82 eren en whom he now wrote to, and 
ul approme of him at at ce Pay of Judg- 

"5g; "The Hope he had of ſeeing the bleſſed 1 ruit of 
his Labours and Sufferings-.in the Miniſtry, in their 
ppineſs and Glory, in that great Day of Accounts. 


th Tha in hj e among the Corinthians, he 
ditto his Judge, who would approve 

and reward Ya Faithfulneſs in that Day. 
hes three laſt Particulars are ſignified in my Text 
aticloxhe pteceeding Verſe; and indeed all the four 
are implied in the Text: Tis implied, that the Corin- 
thians had acknowledged Him as their ſpiritual Father, 
2 as one that Had been faithful among them, 
oe Means of their future Joy and Glory at the 
gment, e they ſhould then ſes, 


= CY 30 0 Meeting with as ſuch. Tis implied, 
2 be EY {tle 1555 Peay 2k that Time to have a joyful 
ting with J. che Judge, and with A to 

— den . as the Fruit of his Labouts; and 
ſo they would be his — Tis implied alſo, that 
he chen expected ade Wis Judge, 
when he and they ſhquld;, meet together before ST 
anti hat he would then acknowledge-his Fidelity, 

that chis had been the Means of their Glory and that 
thus he would as it it were give them to him as his Crown 
of :Rejoycing... But, chis the Apoſtle could not hope for, 
unleſs he had the Teſtimony of his own; Lag as in 

15 avour... And therefore the Words do imp ply an 
b Manner, that he had | approved hi hirnſe 

NN ſcience. a e 1 
1 one Thing ſtnpled in acht gf theſe Paten 
every Part 150 the Text, Vie is that Point 

85 make the Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe, viz. 
. _ DQOCT. —— and . eople that have been 
unter their Care, muſt meet one whe er, before Chriſt's 


Tribunal, * the Day of Oy 


A Parewel-SERMON. 3. 


Miniſters, and the People that have been, under their 
Care, muſt be parted in this World, how well, ſgever 
- || they have been united: If they are not ſeparated before; 
| ghey muſt be parted, by Death: And — be ſe- 
parated while Life is continued. We live in a 1 2. World 

of Change, where nothing is certain or ſtable; and 

where a little Time, a few Revolutions of the Sun, Dogs 
to paſs ſtrange Things, ſurprizing Alterations, 
: a Perſons, in Families, in /Fowns and Ch | 
I in Countries and Nations. It often — chats 
who ſeem moſt united, in a little Time are moſt diſ- 
united, and at the,greateſt Diſtance... . Thus,Miniſters 
and People, between whom there has been the greateſt; 
mutual Regard and ſtricteſt Union, may not only differ 
in cheir Judgments;.and be alienated in Affection: But 
Ern ay rend from the other; and all Relation between 
m be diſſalved; the Miniſter may be removed 40. 
a diſtant Place, and they may never have any more to 
do one with another in this World. But if it be ſo, 
there is one Meeting more that they muſt have, i 
that, is in the laſt great Day of, Accounts. Taten 
zun! 75 a Here LWould ſhew, „tie ty erty Tex 94d 
I., In What Manner, Miniſters and the People which, 
have. been under _— NET ESI INN 
8 Day of 3 — — 18 0 wa Iro birt 
FO ur | 45 N nee 
Fot what Reaſons God has. 4 ordered it, that, 
Miniſters and, ther, People ſnall then meet together | in 
ſuch a Manger, and: for fuck. Furpoſes. | 
1. I. would ſhæw, in ſome Particulars, 2 Mane. 
ner Niniſters and the People; OL been under 
their Care, ſhall meet one another at ay of Judg-. 
ment. enen . Things 
im general. | ce 281602 bas S, og 
. - Thax.they.thall not.zhen. meet only.as all Mage: 
kind mukchep meets but chete Will he ſomethin 
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1124, That their N. 
be very different from what uſed to de in the Houſe of 


g together at that Time ſhall 


God in this World. 
. They hall hot meet at that Day meerly as al 
the World muſt then meet together.” 1 would obſerve 

Difference in two Things. © 
Kr.) As to a clear actual View, and diſtinet Know. 

e and Notice of each other. 

_ tho" the whole World will be then pets all 
of all Generations red in one vaſt Af. 
a 5 with all of the angelio Nature, both elect and 
fallen Angels; yet we need not ſuppoſe, that every one 
will have 2 diftin& and particular'Knowledge of each 
Iidividuat of the whole aſſembled Multitude, which 
will undoubtedly conſiſt of many Millions of Millions. 
Tac Leis probable that Men's Capacities will be much 
than in their preſent State, yet they will not be 
infinite: Tho? their Underſtanding & Comprehenfion 
| *be vaſtly extended, yet Men will not be deiſied. 
hero will probably be a very enlarged View, that par- 
ticular Perſons will have of the various Parts and Mem- 
bers of that vaſt Aſſembly, and ſo of the Proceedings 
of that great Day : but yet it muſt needs be, that ac- 
to the Nature of finite Minds, ſoine Perſons 
and ſome Things, at that Day ſhall fall more under the 
Notice of particular Perſons, than others; and this (as 
we may well ſu according as ſhall have a 
nearer” Concern with forme than _ in the Franſ- 


actiqns of the Day, There will be ſpecial Reaſon, 

thoſe” who have ial Concerns 1 812 
World, in their rats of Probation, and whoſe mutual 
. ——— 
cially be ſet in one another's View. Thus we may ſup- 

poſe, that —_— "jo ee, Judges and Sh. 
whom they hive oo, 6 ak had 


mutual Converſe, 3 Comets, Heads of Bu 
nga Cree, Bat tag 3 
and in 2 peculiar Diſtinction be ſet together. 

| pedal 


e 2 5 ——— r 
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1 | cſpecially will it be An wh Miniſters and their Peo- 
f || ple- Iis evident by the Text that theſe ſhall be in 
$ each others View, ſhall diſtinctly know each other, and 
1 | ſhall have icular Notice one of another at that Time. 
8 (2.) They ſhall meet together, as having ſpecial 
Concern one ich another in the great T rantsGtiaga of 
„chat Day. f 
Alth they. ſhall meet the whole World at that 
Time, yet they will not have any immediate and par- 
ticular Concern with all. Yea, the far greater Part of 
thoſe who ſhall then be gathered together, will be ſuch 
as they have had — with in their State of 
Probation, and ſo will have no mutual Concerns to be 
judged of. But as to Miniſters, and the People that 
have been under their Care, they will be ſuch as habe 
had much immediate Concern. one with another, in 
Matters of the greateſt Moment, that ever Mankind 
have to do one with another in. Therefore they eſpe- 
Jug: os _ — be brought together before the 
no Concern one with another in 
—— of that great Day of Accounts. 
hy wy — as to 2 — 
diverſe. from — of Mankind in general. 
2. Their Meeting at the Bay cl Judgmeat. vill be a 
very diverſe from their — one with another in 
this World. 1203 F227 7 
" Miniſtess and thor Deoule, whiln chai Weinen 
tinues, often meet together in this World: They art 
wont to meet from Sabbath to Sabbath, and at other 
Times, e and Admini ; 
ſtration of Ordinances, and the lemn Services of God's 
Houſe: And beſides theſe Meetings, they have alſo 
I Occaſions. to meet for the and managing 
dre —— Affairs, mathe e of 
cipline, and the ſettling ing hiogs 
which concern the Purity.and good ae : 
Adminiſtrations. . But their 
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46 
-Cirouniftances, from any ſuch Meetings and En Kir 
eſent State. 


as they have one with another in the 
| obſerve, how, in a few Particulars 
ett Now they meet together in a preparatory muta- 
ble State, but then in an unchangeabſe State. 
10 Now Sinners in che Congregation meet their Mini. 
ſter in a State wherein they are a eech of a ſaving 
ange, capable of being tuned; * Godt Bleſſing 
om the — — om of tei Paſtor, from 
ꝛehe Power vf Satan unto God, and being brought out 
ofa State of Guilt; Condemnation and Wrath, to a 
1Stete of Peace and Favour with God, to the Enjoytnea: 
_«ofahenPrivilegzes- of his Children,/and-a' Title to their 
zeteraibInheritance; And Saints now'mieet their Mini- 
"ter! with-grear Remains of Corruption, and ſometime: 
runder ſpiritual Difficulties and Affliction: And 
yet” the proper Subjects of Means of in 


ure 
happy Alteration of their State; conſiſting in a greater 


Freedom from theſe Things; which they have Reaſon 
to hopv oH in the Way of an Attendance om Ordinan. 
ces g and of which God is pleaſed commonly-to male 
this! Miniſters the Inſtruments. And Miniſters and their 
5 2 no meet in Order to the bringing to ps _ 
Changes they are the great Behefits 10 
in this on 9:12Vid wu 
all meet together at the Day 
be far otherwiſe. 10 N hey will not chen 
— es the Uſe of Means for the bringing te 
Effect any ſuch Changes; for they will all mœœt in un 
Skate. Sinners will be in an unchangeable 
State: They Who then ſhall be unden the Guiſt and 
Power'of Sin, andhave the Wrath of God abiding oh 
chem, ſhall be Beyen 


But — . 


d all Remedy or Poſſibilley ef 
3 and —— meet their Mimiſterswithöut 
Hopes of Relief or Remedy, or getting any Good by 
their Means. nd as for the Saints, they will be al- 

teady Perfectly delivered from Mir before remain- 
2 and 3 


unn R 


es 


A\Farewel-SERMOW: 73 


Kind, and ſet forever out of their Reach g. and no Deli- 
verance, no Mer will remain to be accom- 
pliſh'd in the Way of the Uſe of Means of Grace, Under, 
the Adminiſtrations of Miniſters. | It will then be pro- 
nounced, He tbat is unjuſt,Jet bim be unjuſt fill; 2 


im. ibat 4s filthy; let him be filthy Hill; and be that is, gh 


teous, let him 9 een Hill; and be that is helen 8 


be. Holy. ſtill. e 
(2. Then they thall meet together in a State * 
clear, certain and infallible L igt. 


Miniſters are ſet as Guides and Teachers, and are 
repreſented in Scripture as Lights ſet up in che Church- 
es; and in the preſent State meet their People from 


nl ¶ Time to Time in Order to inſtruct and enlighten them, 


| f it; and to refute; Errours and | 


to correct their Miſtakes, and to be a Voice behind 
hem, when they turn aſide to the right Hand or the 
left, ſaying, This is tbe May, wall in it; to evince and 
— the Truth by exhibiting the proper Evidences 
corrupt Opinions, to 
onvince the erroneous an eſtabliſh; the the doubting. But 
rhen Chriſt ſnall come to Judgment, every Errour and 
alſe Opinion ſhall be detected; all Deceit and Deluſion; 
ill vaniſn away before the Light of that Day, as the; 
Darkneſs of the Night vaniſhes at the Appearance of 
| | and every Doctrine 5 Word of 
in full Evidence, and none ſhall; 
— all ſhall-kaow the Truth n 
— — n be no Miſtakes 


bei. 1 ») ty Or; 
Nom Miniſters and their B —__ n 
en concerning ſome 
y ſometimes 


of Religion, andi 
meet to confer together concerning thoſe 
woe wherein chey dif, and to hear the Reaſons 
. — the other; and all 
ay be ineffectual, as to any Conviction of the Truth; 
y may meet and part again no more agreed chan; 
; and that Side which was in- che Wrong, max 
o fo ſtill: ä of * 
| 2 Wi 
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with their People, in loch a Caſs of diſagreeing Senti- 
ments, are — with unhappy Debate and Contro- 
very, managed with much Prejudice, and want of Can- 
dour; not Sanding to Light and Conviction, but rather 
to confirm and increaſe Darkneſs, and eſtabliſh 
ſition to the Truth, and Alienation of Affection one 
from another. But when they ſhall hereafter meet to- 
gether, at the Day of Judgment, before the Tribunal 
of the great Judge, the Mind and Will of Chriſt will 
be made known; ; and "there ſhall no longer be any 
Debate, or — of O mions; the Evidence of the 
Truth ſhall appe Ade all Diſpute, and all Contro- 
verſies ſhall be = finally Ny and — decide. 
No- Miniſters meet their People in Order to en- 
lighten and awaken the Conſciences of Sinners; ſetting 
before them the great Evil and Danger of Sin, the 
Striẽtneſs of God's Law, their own Wickedneſs of Heart 
and Practice, the great Guilt they are under, the Wrath 
that abides upon them, and their Impotence, Blindneſs, 
Poverty and helpleſs and undone Condition: But all 
is often in vain ; they remain ſtill; notwithſtanding all 
their Miniſters can ſay, ſtupid and unawakened, and 
their Conſeiences unconvinced. But it will not be ſo 
at their laſt Meeting at the Day of Judgment; Sinners, 
when they ſhall meet their Miniſter before their great 
Judge, will not meet him with a ſtupid Conſtience : 
They will then be fully convinced of the Truth of thoſe 
Things which they formerly heard from him, eoncern- 
ing the Greatneſs and terrible Majeſty of God, his Ho- 
lineſs and hatred of Sin, and his dad Nee in p 
niſhing of it, the Strictneſs of his Law, and the Dread- 
fulneſs and Truth of his Threatnings, and their own 
unſpeakable Guilt and Miſery: And they ſhall never 
more de inſenſible of theſe Things: The Eyes of Con- 
ſeience will now be fully enlighten'd, and never ſhall 
be blinded) — —ů Agent 
d, and never ſhall be ſnut any e 
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ti- Now Miniſters meet with their People, in publick 
o- and private, in Order to enlighten them concerning the 
n- State of their Souls; to opea and apply the Rules of 
er God's Word to them, in Order to their ſearching their 1 
o- | own Hearts, and diſcerning the State that they are in: 
ne | ButnowMinifters have no infallible diſcerning the Stare 
to- of che Souls of their People; and the moſt ſkilful of 
nal them are liable to Miſtakes, and often are miſtaken in 
zill } Things of this Nature; nor are the People able cer- 
ny tainly to know the State of their Miniſter, or one ano- 
the ther's State; very often thoſe paſs among them for 
ro- l 
| Hypocrites: and on the other Hand, thoſe are ſume- 
en · | times cenſured, or hardly received into their Charity, 
ing | that are indeed ſome of God's Jewels. And nothing 
the is more common than for Men to be miſtaken concern- 
zart ing their own State: Many that are abominable, to 
ath | God, and the Children of his Wrath, think highly of 
eſs, themſelves, as his precious Saints and dear Children. 
all Tea, there is Reaſon to think, that often ſome chat are 
all moſt bold in their Confidence of their ſafe. and happy: 
and State; and think" themſelves not only true Saints, but 
e ſo the moſt eminent Saints in the Co ion, are in a 
ers, | peculiar Manner a Smoke in God's Noſe. And thus 
reat it undoubtedly often is in thoſe Where 
ce : | che Word of God is moſt faithfully diſpenſed; notwith- 
hoſe} ſtanding all that Miniſters can ſay in their clareſh-Ex- | 
ern · plications, and moſt ſearching A of che 
and Rules of God's W 0: the Souls-of. 7 
ead- Dale Da Nene . — oe 
my of Meeting; then. the Secrets'of: every Heart muell ve 


* 
hings Dartueſs,and will make — 
| 5 obo the . {nd then ſhall everyMan bavePraiſe f 
| G Then not- _ o n 


the 
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State, ltior ſnall be any more in Doubt about it. There 
ſhall be an eternal End to all the Self conceit and vain 
Hopes of deluded Hy „and all the Doubts and 
Fears of ſincere Chriſtians. Andi then ſhall all knoõ-w- 
the State of one another's Souls: The People ſhall 
know whether their Miniſter has been ſincere and faith- 
ful and the Miniſter ſhall know the State of every one 
of their People, and ta whom the Word and Ordinan- 
des 0PGod have been a Savour of Life Fünen i 
to whom a Savour of Death unto Death. 
No in this preſent State, it often — that n 
Miniſters and People meet to debate and ma- 
nage their eccleſiaſtical Affairs, eſpecially in a State of 
Comttroverſy, they are ready to judge and cenſure one 
another, with Regard to caeh other's Views and Deſigns, 
and the Principles and Ends that each is influenced by; 


and ure greatly miſtaken in their Judgment, and wrong 


one another in their Cenſures: But at that futur Meet- 
inge Things will be ſet in a true and perfect Light, and 
and Aims that every one has acted from, 
ſhall de certainly known; and there will. be an End to 
all Btrours of this Kind, and all unrighteous Cenſures. 
(30 In this: World Miniſters and their People often 
met together to hear of and wait upon an unſten 
Lord qvbut at the Day of Judgment, they ſhall meet 
in His moſt 1 and viſible Preſen e. 
Ministers who no often meet their People to preach. 
to em the King eterbal, immortal and invifible, to con- 
vinoe em that there is & God, ant declare to em what 
Manner of. Being he i, and to convince em that he 
vers} and will judge the World, and that thete — 94 
tute State of Ne wurds and Puniſhments, and to 
to vm Chriſt im Heaven, at che rigit Hand — 11 
in um unſten World, —— People in the 
moſt iminadiate ſenhble Preſence of this great God, 
Saviour and in the molt 
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not meet them to hear about an abſent Chriſt; an unſeen 
Lord, and future Judge; but to appear before that 
Judge, and as being ſet together in the Preſenos of chat 
I ſupreme Lord, in his immenſe Glory and awful Maje- 
* ty, whom they ennie alten/ab in ther eatiogs 
A 5 on-Earth. | fd © 244th as tk 
(A. The Meeting, at dhe laiDay, of Midiſters and 
the People that have been under their Cate, will not 
be attended, by any one, with a careleſs heedleſs Heart. 
Wich ſuch an Heart are their Meetings often attehd- 
oi in this World, by many | Perſons having little Re- 
.- [| -gard to Him whom they e adore in 
; 1 | the ſolemn Duties of his publick Worſnip, taking little 
: | heed to their own The „. their Minds, 
nat attending to the — they are engaged r 
I conſideting the End:for which theꝝ are come 
"0 But theMecting ar that grexDay vill be verydiſevete; 
there will not be one carelefg Heart, no ſlerping, no 
. of Mind. from the great Concern — 
ing, no Inattentiveneſs to the Bulineſs' of the Day, no 


br nao the Preſence they are inʒ of. of whoſe 
* .Things which they ſhall hear from Chriſt at that 
* that they formerly heard from Him und of 
"_ Hi by their Miniſters, in their Meetings in a State of 
= Trialy.or which-they —— — 
2 1 before their Judge. 
E55 Having obſerved theſe Thi 2 
ber and Circumſtances of this 
| before che) Tritnina) of Chriltxhe Day of: Judgimene, 
-1F8$] 
Fr I now proceed, 1690.10! 15 ALA IK eee 


All. /Tooobferve,to-whatPurpoſes, een 
ben . To give an Account before the great Judge of | 
I their Behaviour one to another, in the Relation they 
I food in to each other in this Wand, 1 ba. 
IY *0 Mipiſters are/fent forth -by.Chridh to their on 
his Buſineſs, are his Servants & Meſſengers q and whe 
8 they have finiſhed mor Service, they mult * to 
t eir 
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ns; em, at that Day, as their Crown of Re- 
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their Maſter to give him an Account of what rn 
2 7 eewelhmes they have had in per- 


forming their Miniſtry., Thus we find in Luke xiv." 
1621. That when the Servant who was ſent forth 


S to call the | Gueſts. ta the great Supper, had done his 


Errand, and finiſh'd his appointed Service, he returned 
to his Maſter and gave him an Account of what he had 
done, and of the Entertainment he had received. And 
When the Maſter, being angry, ſent bis Servant to 
others, he returns again, and gives his Maſter: an Ac- 
unt af his Conduct and Succeſa. So we read in Zeb. 
iii. 15. of Miniſters or Rulers in the Houſe of God, 


dat watch for Souls, at thoſe that-muſt give Account. 


And we ſee by the foremention d Late xiv. that Mini- 


ſters muſt give an Account to their Maſter, not only of 


their on Behaviour in the Diſcharge of their Office, but 


-alſo;of.thew People's of: 1 88 
; renden ge) have mez/with amo e then 
- And therefore. as they rs an Ac- 


| PPS 1) RY Wo ook ar 


Day at Accounts, in che Freſenee of their People; they 
being both preſent before ther Judge. 
Faithful Miniſters: will then give an Account with 
thoſe who have received them well, and 
of their Miniſtry; and theſe 


And at the ſame Time they will give an Ac 
abe ill Freaument, of ſuch as bave not well 


from Chriſt: 10 
they uſed: to do in this Wor 
them, but to bear Witneſs 


warn 
tbeir Judges, and Aſſeſſors with Chriſt, 
And on the other Hand, the Peo- 
at that Day riſe up in Judgment againſt wicked 
aithful 1 152 have { their on 
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2. At that Time Miniſters and the People who 5 
been under their Care, ſhall meet together before Chriſt, 
that he may judge between them, as to any Controverſies 
which have ſubſiſted between them in this World. 
So it very often comes to paſs in this evil World, 
that great Differences and Controverſies ariſe between 
Miniſters and the People that are under their paſtor 
Care. Tho' they are under the greateſt, Obligations ta 
live inPeace,abovePerſons in almoſt any Relation what- 
ever; and altho' Conteſts and Diſſentions between Per- 
ſons ſo related, are the moſt unhappy. and terrible in 
their Conſequences, on many Accounts, of any Sort of 
Contentions z yet how frequent have ſuch Contentions 
been ? Sometimes a People conteſt with their Miniſters 
about their Doctrine, ſometimes about their Admini- 
ſtrations and Conduct, and ſometimes about their Main- 
tenance; and ſometimes ſuch Conteſts continue a long | 
Time; and- ſometimes they are decided in this World, 
according to the prevailing Intereſt of one Party ar the 
other, rather han bythe Word of God, and che Reaſon 
of Things ; and ſometimes ſuch Controverſies neyer 
have any proper Determination in this World. 

- But at the Day of Judgment there will be a fall, | 
ect and everlaſting Deciſion of them: The infalli- 

le Judge, the infinite Fountain of Light, Truth 
Juſtice, will judge between the contending Parties, a 
will declare 7 the Truth, who is in the Right, and 
what is agreable to his Mind and Will. And in Order 
hereto, the Parties muſt ſtand together . 
the laſt Day; which will be the grrat Day of 
and determining all Controverſies, rectify won Bo all 


En 


3. Miniſters * che People chat 1 CERA 
their Care, muſt meet at that Time, to. receiv 


an eternalSentence & Retribution from the judge, in the | 
nad of eachother, * to cheir Behaviour i * 
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hoon they ftood "in one to mother in the pre. 
nt State. 
The Judge will nor 6th gechre Juſtice, but he will 
do Juftice between Miniſters and their People, He 
will declare wat is right between them, approving him 
char has been juft and faithful, and condemning the 
and Truth and Equity ſhall take Place 
in the Sentence Which He paſſes, in the Rewards He 
beftows, and the Puniſhments which He infficts. There 
Niall be a plorious Reward to faithful Minifters. To 
thoſe who have been ſucteſsful. Dan. xii. 3. Aud they 
that be wiſe Jhatl Vine 45 — Brighymeſs of the Frmament, 
end they that turn nam to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars 
far ever and ever: And alſo to thoſe who have been 
faithful, and yet not ſucceſsful ; Iſai. xlix. 4. Then 7 
ſail, ] bove laboured in vain, I have ſpent my Str for 
Nought”; yet furely my Judgment is with the Lord, und 
Reward with my God. And thoſe who have well 
reteiv d and entertain'd them ſhall be gloriouſly reward- 
et; Marth. x. 40, 41. He that recerveth you, recerveth 
me, and be that recetveth me, receiveib bim that ſent me. 
He that recrivetb a Prophet, in the Name of Propbet, 
Hall receio a Prophit's Reward, and be that rectiveth 
4 Yighteous Man, in the Name of « blem Mean, fha'l 
receive 4 righteous Man's Ritvard. Such People and 
tir faithf Miniſters ſhall'be each other's Crown' of 
joycing ©" Theſ/ti.” 19, 20. For what is our” Hope, 
or oy, or Crown f © Rifoycing ? e ir the 
Prester of our Lord eps Chrift "at 
2 — args and "And in We arty 
267 4 art ours, m the Day of the Lord Je. 
1 9 Bo: thi a: evil intreat Chris faithful” Mem-“ 
at ere by Faithfirl, ſhalt 
be . H ; Matth. x. 1 by reer | 
Half not fete on, wor biar your” yo Fe: ul 
225 7 4 I. 
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than. for that City,, Deut, xxxiii. 8.1. Ad of Li 
be ſaid, Les ih Ihummim and thy Urim be u 
ene.———T hey Hall teach Jacob thy Judgments, and Iſt ac 
thy Law. —— Bleſs, Lord, his Subſance, and accept the 
Wark of his Hands :  ſmite through the Lins of tho phat 
riſe up againſt. him, aud of them that hate bim, that they 
r1/e not again. On the other Hand, thoſe Miniſters wha 
are to. have been. unfaithful, thall haue a mot 
terrible Puniſhment. Sec Ezek. xwxxiui, G. Matt. X rin 
ee eee eee 
Thus Juſtice ſhall be adminiſter'd, at the great Day 
to NMiniſters and thei People: And to that Hud they 
all mect together, that they may not only yeceivg 
"ea to themſelves, but fee Juſtice done to the othes 
arty : For this is the End of that great Day, to xevra/. 
or declare the Solid ee of Gad; Rom. ii. x 
Miniſters ſhall. have Juſtice. done them, and they ſhall 
lee Juſtice done to their People: And the People ſhall 
receive Juſtice themſelves from their Judge, and hall 
ſee Juſtice done ta their Miniſter. And 0 all 1 bings 
will be adjuſted and ſettled for ever between them.g 
every one being ſentenced and recompenſed according 
1, J his Works; either in receiving and wearing a Crawa 
411 be ales Joy and Glory, or in ſuffering everlaſtiag 
| & a ain. | OT |. als . 
a come now to the next. Thing "IM 
III. To give ſome Reaſons why we may ſuppoſe 
Cod has ſo ordered it, that Miviſters, and che Peaple 
that have been, under their Care, ſhall: meet together ax 
8 of Judgment, in ſuch a Maaner and for fuck 


: | PIT 3 THEO NS. rein * INE. 
- There are twa Things which I would now obſerve, 
. The mutual Concerns of Miniſters and their Pec- 
„ are of the greateſt Importance. 1 8 2 
The Scripture declares, that God will being | every 
ere into Judgment, with every ſecret Thing, whether 
be r rey nc Tis 28 

TER Ives + ** publick 
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jak "aid private, ſhould be brought at laſt before 
pas Tribunal, and finally determin'd by an infaltible 
Judge: But tis eſpecially requiſite that it ſhould be 
thus, as to Affairs 1 very great Importance. 

Now the mutual Concerns of a Chriſtian Miniſter, 
and his Church and Con 10n, are of the vaſteſt 
Importance; in many Reſpects, of much greater Mo- 
— that the 'temporal nd of the 51 earthly 
Monarchs, and” their Kingdoms or Empires. It is of 
vaſt Conſequence how Miniſters diſcharge their Office, 
and conduct themſelves towards their People in the 
Work of the Miniſtry, and in Affairs appertaini 

it; "Tis alfo a Matter of vaſt Importance — Kr 
ple receive and entertain a faithful Miniſter ge Chriſt, 
and what Improvement they make of his Miniſtry. 
Thefe Things have a more immediate and direct Re- || do 
to he” great and laſt End for which Man was | Th 
and the eternal Welfare of Mankind, than any || ma 

of the temporal Concerns of Men, whether publick or I but 
Es . And therefore tis eſpecially fit that theſe Af- ¶ feel 
rs ſhould be brought! into Judgment, and openly de- his 
tertninꝰ d and ſettled in Truth and Righteouſneſs ; and. 

— to this End, Minifters and their People ſhould | Peo 
meet together before the omniſeient and infallible judge. Da) 

2. The mutual Concerns of Miniſters and their Peo- ¶ thei 
ple have a ſpecial Relation to the main er apper- Sou: 
* to the Day of Judgment. tion 
They have a ſpecial Relation to that great and divine for t 
Ferſon who will then appear as Judge. | Miniſters are 
kis Meſſengers, ſent forth by Him; and in their Office bring 
and Adminiſtrations among their People, repreſent his to fi 
Perſon, ſtand in his Stead, as thoſe that are ſent to de- me 
clate his Mind. to do his Work, ad to ſpeak & act in filters: 
his Name: And therefore tis eſpecially fit that they 10 
ſhould return to Him, to give an Account of their Ani 
Work and Succeſs.” The King is Judge of al his lt 

N are all accountable to Him: But tis PA 
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re are | eſpecially intruſted with the | Adminiſtrations of 
le || his Kingdom, and that are ſent forth on ſome ſpecial 
de Negotiation, ſhould return to Hi, to give/ati Account 
of themſelves, and their Diſc of their Truſt, and 
r; the Reception they have met wi | 
ff | © Miniſters are not only — — of the perſon who 
o- || at the laſt Day will appear as Judge, but the Errand 
ly || they are ſent upon, and the Affairs they have committed 
of | to them as his Miniſters, do moſt immediately concern 
de, | his Honour, and the Intereſt of his Kingdom: The 
he | Work they are ſent upon, is to promote the Deſigns of 
to his Adminiſtration and Government ; and therefore their 
0 | Buſineſs with their People has a near Relation to the 
i&, | Day of Judgment; for the great End of that Day is 
ry. compleatly to ſettle and eftabliſh the Affairs of his King- 
de · dom, to aca xy all Things that pertain to it, that every 
vas Thin poſite to the Intereſts of his Kingdom 
4 dep 7 that every Thing which contri- 
or beate to . 8 and Glory of it, may be per- 
Af- | fected and confirmed, that this great King may ar nnd 
de- his due Honour and Glory, + ls 2 1 97 7 
and | Again, the mutual Concerns of Miniſters ard theie- 
ld People have a direct Relation to the Concerns of the 
ice. Day of Judgmen , as the Buſineſs of Miniſters with 
eo- {their People is to is to promote the eternal Salvation of the 
Souls of * Men, their Eſcape from eternal Damna- 
tion; and the Bay of Judgment is the Day appointed 
for that En openly to decide and ſettle Men's eternal - 
are ¶ State, to fix ſome in a State of eternal Salvation, and to 
fice bring their Salvation to its utmoſt Conſummation, and 
t his to H others in a State of everlaſting Damnation and 
de- Imoſt perfect The muraal Concerns of Mini-- 
& in ſſters and People have # maſt direct Relation to theDay 
they ef Judgment, as the very Deſign of the Work of the 
their Auiſtry 1 is the People's Preparation for that Day: Mi- 
his iſt Nee e Darn thin of the Arn ckike- 
* Day, to fore warn them of the dteadful Sentence then 
NN pronounced on the Wicked, and n 


ar / 
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the hleſſed Sentence then to he pronounced on the Righ- 
RAD uſe Means with 1 that they may rave 
math. which is then to come on the ungodly, and 
— — Reward then to be beſtowed on the Saints. 
And as the mutual Concerns of Miniſters and their 
People have ſo near and direct a Relation to that Day, 
As eſpecially ſit that thoſe Concerns ſhould be brought 
ite that Day, and there ſettled and iſſued; and that in 
Order to this, Miniſters and their Peop le ſhould meet 
Wee before the great Tudg: 6 that Dy 
40 4%. Tt 
mat APPLICATION. 
n bet che Thing; which 
have. deen obſerved, is to lead the People — preſent, 
who have been under my paſtoral Care, to ſome Re- 
flections, and give them —.— Advice 9 we to our 
preſeatCircuwſtances ; relating to what has been lately 
dane in Order to our Wen as De lagu 
on we have heretofore food in one to another; but 
expecting to meet each U before the great Tribunal 
at the Day of J 
The deep aad ſerious " Confideratian of that owe fu · 
tun moſi folemn Meeting, is certainly malt ſuitable at 
ſuch a Time as this 3 there having © lately been that 
done, which, in all Probability, will (as to the Relation 
_ 2 ad in) be followed with an ever- fl 


141 Caper — p34 wat together. ig the Houſe o 
| God. in thia Relation? How often have I ＋— 
you, inſtrucded. counſtt'd, warned, directed and | 
 - and ndindoiſiradQciliaancnt among 300.98 . Poop 
which were committed to myCare, and whoſe precious ,, 
Souls Lad the Charge of ? But in all F ονο this A 


. che People 
„ Av. g. puts me 
in Mind Nas lo be bud had laboured among them in 


Wick of the Maney Br he nan Teo Jo | 


1 fo ſupported me as to Kkeep'me from under 
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fiah, the Son of Amon, King of Judah, even unto It 
Day (that is, the three and eie Tear] the Word'sf 
the Lord came unto me, aid 1 have ſpoken unto you, M 
tarly and ſpraking. I am not about to f 
with the Prophet Jeremiab; But in this Re Jean 
ſay as he did, that I have ſpoken the Word LA tary 
unto the three am reventicth' 1 ear, riſing early and pu 

ing. It was three and twenty Years, the 1 gth Da 

laſt February, fince I have laboured in he Worrof the 
Miniſtry, in che Relation of à Faſtor to this Church 
and Congregation. And tho my Strength has been 
Weakneſs, having always laboured under great Infir- 
mity of Body, befides my Inſufficiency for ſo great 4 
Charge in other Reſpetts, yet 1 have not 11 
dle Strength, but have exerted 1 for the 

Souls. I can ap 
Hearers, Gal. 155 13. 
the Fleſh, I preached the ey 
the Prime of my Life and | | 
— Welfare. Tou are my 

I have had, I have not neglefed i enen, 
e in proſecuting worldly Schemes, and ma - 
naging te Affairs, for the — of my 
outward Eſtate, and aggrandizing my Self and Family; 
but have given myſelf do the Work of the 
labouring in it Night and Day, riſing early Ne. | 
ing myſelf. this great Buſineſs to which 

pointed me. I have found the Work of the 
among you to be a great Work indeed; a "Work of e- 


derding Care, Labour and Difficulty : Many have been 


ob pe y Burdens, that I have borne in it, which” 
reg has been uncqua co. G0 called 
bear thisſs Burde. and beg his Nate, dat be 


hem, and that his Power herein has been in 
e "fo chat althb" Thave e eee 
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But now l have Reaſon to think, my Work is finiſh'd 
which. I had to do as your Miniſter: Vou have pub- 
lickly rejected me, and my Opportunities ceaſe. 
How highly therefore does it now become us, to con- 
ſider of that Time when we muſt. meet one another 
before the chief Shepherd? When I muſt give an Ac- 
count of my Stewardſhip, of the Service of have done 


450 — CD in — Treatment I have had among 
le he ſent me to: And you muſt give an Ac- 


your on Conduct towards me, and the Im- 


— you have made of theſe bree & twenty Years 
of my Miniſtry. For then both you and I muſt appear 
together, and we both muſt give an Account, in Order 
to an, infallible ri and eternal Sentence to be 
pak'd upon us, by him who will judge us with Reſpect 
to all that we have ſaid or done in our Meetings here, 
all our Conduct one towards another, in the Houſe of 
God and elſewhere, on Sabbath - Days & on other Days 
who will try our Hearts, and manifeſt our Thoughts, 
and the Principles and Frames of our Minds, will judge 
us with Reſpect to all the Controverſies which have 
ſuhſiſted between us, with the ſtricteſt Impartiality,and 
will examine our Treatmeat of each other in thoſe Con- 
troverſies: There is nothing covered, that ſhall not be 
revealed; nor hid, which bull noche knows 4 all will be 
cons in — ſearching 15 * 5 ht of God's 

mniſcience 8 y him whole Eyes are as 
a Flame of Fire; and Truth and Right ſhall, be 5 
plainly 8 being ſtripped of yep Veil; 

I Le Ewa, Leuthe an hes hl 
be laid open, ſtripped of every Diſguiſe; every ſpecious 
Prętence, every Cayil, and all falſe Reaſoning ſhall va 
niſh in a Moment, as not being able to bear the Light 
of that Day. And on as Mes will be turned 1n- 
es —_ and the Pp 4 hae. will be made more 
Hani —— our outward Actions do now, 

ben it appear What the Eads are which we have 


bags d at, what have; beea the. governing; l 
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which we have acted from, & what have been the Diſpo- 
ſitions, we have exerciſed in our eccleſiaſtical Diſputes and 
Conteſts. Then it will appear, whether L acted uprightly, 
and from a truly conſcientious careful Regard to my 
Duty to my great Lord and Maſter, in ſome former et- 
cleſiaſtical Controverſies, which have been attended with 
exceding unhappy Circumſtances, and Conſequences: 
It will appear whether there was, any juſt Cauſe for the 
Reſentment which was manifeſted on thoſe Occaſions. 


And then our late grand Controverſy, concerning the 


Qualifications neceflary tor Admiſion to the Priviledges + 
of Members, in compleatStanding, in the viſibleChurch 
of Chriſt, will be examined and judged, in all its Parts 
and Circumſtances, and the whole ſet forth in a clear 
certain and perfect Light. Then it will appear whe- 
ther the Doctrine which I have preach'd and publiſhed 
concerning this Matter be Chriſt's own Doctrine, whe- 
ther He won't own it as one of the 8 Truths 
which have proceeded from his own Mouth, and vin- 
dicate and honour as ſuch before the whole Univerſe. 
Then it will appear what is meant by the Man that comes 
without the Wedding Garment; for that is the Da 

ſpoken of Mat. xxii.' 13. wherein ſuch an one ball! 

bound. Hand and Foot, and caſt into outer Darkneſs where 
ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. And then it will 
appear whether in declaring this Doctrine, and acting 
agreable to it, and in my general Conduct in the Affair, 
have been influenced — any Regard to my own 
temporal Intereſt, or Honour, 1 — to appear wiſer 
than others ; or have acted from any ſiniſter ſecular Vicus 
whatſoever ; and whether what I have done has not been 
from a careful, ſtrict and tender Regard to the Will of 
my Lord and Maſter, & becauſe I dare not offend Him, 
— . e — 4 ill was, ny Jones Cen, 
imparti ra Enquiry ; Having this con- 
ſtantly in View — Proſpect, to engage me to great So- 
leitude not raſhly to determine Truch to be on this Side 
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ny a Determination would not be for my temporal A 
tereſt, but every Way againſt it, bringing y Pos Series I 
of extream Difficulties,and plunging me into an Abyß 
of Trouble and Sorrow. And then it will appear whe- 
ther my People have done their Duty to che ir Paſtor; 
N28 Reſpect to this Matter; whether they have ſhown 
right Temper and Spirit on this'Occaſion ; whether M. 
the have done me Juſtice in hearing, attending to, 1. 
and conſidering what I had to ſay in Evidence of what 
1 believed and taught as Part of the Counſel of God; 
whether I have been treated with that Im partiality, H 
Candour and Regard which the juſt Judge eſteemd ) 
que; and whether, in the many Steps which have been Th: 
taken, and the many Things that have been ſaid andſ ud 
done in the Courſe of this Controverſy, Righteouſneſiſ 
and Charity & Chriſtian Decorum has been maintain'd; 
or if otherwiſe, to how great a Degree theſe Things 
| Have been violated, Then every Step of the Conduct 
of each of us in this Affair, from firſt to laſt, and the 
Spirit we have exerciſed in all, ſhall be examined and id 
manifeſted, and our own Conſciences will ſpeak plain 
and loud, and each of us ſhall be convinced, and the 

World ſhall know; and never ſhall-there be any more 
Miſtake, Miſrepreſentation or Miſapprehenſion of the 
Affair to Eternity. 

Ibis Controverſy is now probably boch to 
Lide between you and me as to this World; it hus 
Mued in the Event of the Week before laſt: But it 

muſt have another Deciſion! at that great Day, whic 
"certainly will come, when you and 1 ſhall meet tog 
her before the great Judgment Seat: And therefore 

N L leave it to that Time, and ſhall fay't no more about i 

preſent, 
ut I would now Pes d to addreſs my ſelf par 
Keulatly to ſeveral Sorts of Perſonggs 
I. Tothoſe who are Profeſſors of Sodlineſs noc 

Gn I would now calt you to a fetfous' Genen 
; e great Day wherein * meet e 
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dra beretofore been your Paſtor, before the Judge, whoſe 


u Eyes are as a Flame of Fire, © | 
es haveendeavoured, according to my beſt Ability, to 
ſearch the Word of God, with Regard to the diſtin 
guiſhing Notes of true Piety, thoſe by which Petſons 
might beſt diſcover their State, and moſt ſurely and 
clearly judge of themſelves. And theſe Rules and 
Marks 1 have from Time to Time applied to you, in 
the Preaching of the Word, to the utmoſt of my Skill, 
and in the moſt” plain and ſearching Manner that 1 
have been able; in Order to the detecting the deceived” 


Hypocrite, and eſtabliſhing the Hopes and Comforts of 
the Sincere. And yet tis to be fear d, that after alf that 
[ have done, I now leave ſome of you in a deceived de- 

luded State; for *tis not to be ſuppoſed that among 
ſeveral Hundred Profeſſors, none are deceived. 7 


Henceforward I am like to have no more ©} Por- 
tunity to take the Care and Charge of your Souls, to 
examine and ſearch them. But ſtill I intreat yo, t, 
member and conſidet the Rules which T have often 
laid down to you, during my Miniſtry, with a folema 
Regard to the future Day when you and I mult meet 
together before our Judge; when the Uſes of Exami- * 
nation you have have heard from me muſt be rehearſed 
pain before you, and thoſe Rules of Trial muſt be 
tied, and it will appear whether they have been good” 
0 Mor nôt; and it will alfo appear whether you have im- 
"partially heard them & tried your-felves by them; and 


t | , 
= Iche Judge himſelf who is Infallible will try both you 


ing the State of their Souls. 1 
I have often put you in Mind, that whatever you,. 
Ipretences to Experiences, Diſcoveries, Comforts and 
Joys have been; at that Day every one will be judged - 
pay according to his Works: And then you will find it fo. - 
„May you have a Miniſter of greater Knowledge of 
os the Word of God, and better Acquaintance with | 
L Fama” 
tote . Nate 8 20 12 8 "$43 Via 
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whate” Diſcourſes may be more e ſearching and convinc- 
ing. that ſuch. of you. as have held Faſt Deceit under 
1 Preaching, may have your Eyes open'd by his; 


24 


e may be undeceived before * great Day. 


at Means and Helps for Inſtruction & Self-Exa- 
migation you may — have is uncertain; but 
one Thing is certain that the Time is ſhort, your Op- 
e for rectifying Miſtakes in ſo important a Con- 
ra, will ſoon come to an End. We live in a World 
great Changes. There is now a great Change come 
to paſs; you have withdrawn yourſelves from myMini- 
ſtry, under which you have continued for ſo many 
Years: But the Time is coming, and will ſoon come, 


n you will paſs out of Time into Eternity; and ſo 
"OA y Pp ity ; 


paſs from under all Means of Grace whatſoever. 


IX greater Part of you who are Profeſſors of God- 
pets SDA. (to, ule the, Phraſe of the Apoſtle) acknow- 
260 Fo in Part: You have heretofore ackhow- 
8 to be your ſpiritual Father, the Inſtrument 
ar Good to you that ever 1s, or can be ob- 
gets of the Children of Men. Conſider of 
ak 4 you. and I ſhall meet before our Judge, 
when it ſhall be examined whether you have had from 
me;the Treatment which is due to ſpiritual Children, 
and whether you haye treated me as you ought to have 
fa a (Ln Father.— As the Relation of a natu- 
great Obligations on Children in the 
t of Goa. * e more, in many Reſpe , does 
18 ation ofa a ſpiritual Fat ther bring great ligations 
on moch. whoſe 2 nverſion and eternal Salvation they 
ange God has made them thelnſtruments of ; 1Cor. 
Fer the you have ten Thouſand Inſtruttors in 
Chet \ Jet. have ye not many Fathers "oh in Chriſt Feſus, 
1 Lave begotten you through the Goſpe 
II. Now 1 am taking. my 142 of 1 de 


would apply 1 my ſelf to ſuch among them as J.! 


a Chxiſtlets, Gracelefſs Condition would call on 
dach Ls to cotrſider of that 1 hl Day 3 


and I muſt meet before the Judge of che World. My 
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My parting with is in ſome Reſpects in 

liar A we a . ting; in — 
leave you in moſt melancholly 2 becauſe 
I 1 you in the Gall of Bitterneſs and Bond of Ini - 
quity, having the Wrath of God abiding on you, and 
remaining under Cone to everlaſting Miſery 
and Deſtruction. Seeing I muſt leave you, it would 
have been a comfortable and happy Circumfſtance-of 
our parting, if I had left you in Chriſt, fate and bleſſed 
in that ſure Refuge and glorious Reſt of the Saints. 
But it is otherwiſe, I leave you far off, Aliens & Stran- 
gers, wretched Subj ects and C aptives of Sin & Satan, 

and Priſoners of vindictive Juke z withour Pa wen 
and without God in the World.” | 
Lour Conſciences bear me Witneſs; than while had 
Opportunity, I have not ceaſed to warn you and ſet 
before you your I have ſtudied to repreſent 
the Miſery and Neceſfity of your Circumſtances” inthe: 
cleareſt Manner poſſible, I have tried all Ways that I 
could think of tending to awaken your Conſcienoes, and 

make you ſenſible of the Neceſſity — ybur i 
r Time, and being fj 

voir and tho — Uſe ot Means for your 
Eſcape and Safety. I have endeavour'd to 
find out & uſe the moſt powerful Motivts to periwaide- 
you to take Care for your own Welfare and Salvation.” 
have not only endeavoured to awaken-you chat you 
might be moved with Fear, but I have uſed inycuvinoſt? 
Endeavours to win you: I haveſought — 
Words, that if I might prevail upon yo 
forfake Sin, and turn to God; and uctept of Chriſt as 
your Saviour & Lord. I have ſpent my 8 ; 
much in theſe Things. But yet, with. Regard co 
whom I am now to, I have not been ſutceſs · 
ful: But have this Day Reaſon to complain in thoſe 
Words, Jer: vi. 29. The Balluus ars bunu, ube Lead is 
conſumed of the Fire, the Founder melteth in vain, for the 
— ITis to de ſeared that all 
may 


, 
C 
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my Babours as to many of you,haye ſerved to no other 
Purpoſe but to harden you; and that the Word which 
I bave preach d, inſtead of being a Savour of Life unto 
Lift, has been a Savour of Death unto Death. Tho? 
L chall not have any Account to give for the future, of 
ſuch as have openly and reſolutely renounced my Mi- 
tultry-as of a Betruſtment committed to me: Yet re- 
member you muſt give count for your ſelves, of your 
Care of your on Souls, and your Improvement of all 
Means paſt and future, through your whole Lives. 
Gad only knows what will become of your poor periſh- 
ing Souls, what Means you may hereafter enjoy, or 
what Diſadvantages & Temptations you may be under. 
May God in Mercy grant, that however all paſt Means 
have been unſucceſsful, ou may have future Means 
which may have a new, 3 and. 1 the Word of 
God, as it. ſhall be hereafter diſpenſed, to you, may 


ock in Pieces. However, let me now at Parting ex- 


hort and beſecch you not wholly to forget the Warn · 
ings youchave had While under my Miniſtry. When, 


vou And I ſhall meet at the Day of Judgment, then you 


Miniſter, on that Occaſion, will ſoon reviye em in your 
Memory; and that in a Very affecting Manner — og 
don't let cha be the ſirſt Time that they are fo revived. 


cu and I are 3 one from another as to 


this World; let us that we Falun be parted 
after our Meeting at che laſt Day. If I have been your 
faithful Paſtor (which will that Day appear, whither I 


have or no) then I. ſhall be acquitted, and ſhall aſcend 


may not be ſo, that you ſhould. be forced eternall 


to part from me, and all that have been faithful in 
Chriſt Jeſus. This is a ſorrowful Parting that now is 


between you. and me; but that would be a more ſor- 
is vou may per- 


Red with it, if you. 
| 8 are 


rowtul Parting to you than this. 
haps bear without being much a 


* 


as the Fire and the Hammer that breaketh the 


will remember em: The Sight of me your former 


with / hriſt. O do your Part, that in ſuch a Caſe, it. 
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are not glad of it; but ſuch a Parting in that Day will 
moſt deeply, ſenſibly and dreadfully affect du. 
III. I would addreſs'my ſelf to thoſe who are under 


. 


ſome Awakenings. % ef 7; MIEGOTION 
+ Bleſſed be God, that there are ſome ſuch; and that 
(altho' I have Reaſon to ſear I leave Multitudes in this 
large Congregation in a Chriſtleſs State) yer I don't 
leave em all in total Stupidity and Careleſſneſs about 
their Souls. Some of you, that I have Reaſon to hope 
are under ſome Awakenings, have acquainted me with 
your Circumſtances ; which has a Tendency to cauſe 
me, now I am leaving you, to take my Leave of 
with peculiar Concern for you, What will be the Iſſue 
of your preſent Exerciſe of Mind I know not: Bur it 
will be known at that Day, when you and Iſhall meet 


before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt. Therefote now 


be much in Conſideration of that Day. 94019 
Now I am parting with this Flock, I would once 
more preſs upon you the Counſels I have heretofore 
given, to take heed of being flighty in ſo great a Con- 
cern, to be thorough and in good earneſt in the Affair, 
and to beware of Backſliding, to hold on and hold out 
to the End. And ery mightily to God that theſe great 
Changes that paſs over this Church and Congregation 
don't prove your Overthrow. There is great Temp- 
tation in them; and the Devil will undoubtedly feek 
to make his Advantage of them, if poſſible to cauſe 
your preſent Convictions and Endeavours to be abor- 
tive. You had need to double your Diligence, and 
watch and leaſt you be overcome by Temptation. 
Whoever may hereafter ſtand related to you as your 
ſpiritual Guide, my Deſire: and Prayer is, that the great 
Shepherd of the Sheep would have a ſpecial Reſpect to 
you, and be your Guide (for there is none teacheth like 
him) and that he who is the infinite Fountain of Light, 
would open your yes, and turn you from Darkneſs unto 
Light, and from/the Power of Satan unto Gad; that you 
may receive Forgiveneſs" of. Kt, 68d-Inveritance —_— 


Won!!! 
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them that are: ſantiified, through Faith that is in Chriſft-; IH. 
that ſo, in that great Day, when I ſhall meet you again an. 
before your Judge and mine, we may meet in joyful and | 
goriousCircumſtances, never to be ſeparated any more. me 

IV. I would apply my ſelf to the young People of I me 
de Congregation. ̃ A od! wh 

Since I have been ſettled in the Work of the Mini- I me 
&ry z in this Place, I have ever had a peculiar Concern [Le 
for the Souls of che young People, and a Deſire that | you 
Religion might flouriſh among them; and have eſpe- fon 
_ cially — my ſelf ia Order to it ; becauſe I knew [you 
the ſpecial —— they had beyond others, and, Naga 
that ordinarily thoſe whom God intended Mercy for fit y 
were brought to fear and love him in their Youth, 
And {it has ever appear 'd to me a peculiarly amiable I goc 
Thing to: ſee young People walking in the Ways of che 
Vertue and Chriſtian Piety, having their Hearts puri- I 
fied & fweeren'd with a Principle of divine Love. And gail 
it has appeared a Thing exceeding beautiful, and what ies 
would: be much to the Adorning and Happineſs of rhe An 
Town, if the young People could be perſwaded, when bert 
they meet together, 'to, converſe as Chriſtians, & as the chen 
Children of God; avoiding Impurity, Levity & Extra- Iſucl 
vagance; keeping ſtrictly to Rules of Vertue, and con- con 
of the Things of God and Chriſt and \ 
Heaven. This is what I have longed for: And it has 
been exceeding grevious to me when I have heard of 
Vice, Vanity and Diſorder among our Youth. And ſo 

far as Iknow my Heart, it was from hence that I for- 
merly led this Church — 2 vp” 
preſſing Vice among our young People, which gave ſo 
Offence, and by which I became ſo obnoxious. 

have ſought the Good and not the Hurt of our young 
People. I have deſired their trueſt Honour and Hap- 
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Honour in this World, and above all Things to ſweeten 
and render ꝓleaſant & delightful even theDays ofYouth. - 

But whether I have loved you and ſought your Good 
more or leſs, God in his Providence, now calling 
me to part with you, committing your Souls to Him 


who once committed the pa Care of them to 


me, nothing remains, but only (as I am now taking my 
Leave of you) earneſtly to beſeech you, from Love to 
your ſelves, if you have none to me, not to deſpiſe and 


you; remembring the Day when you and I muſt meet 


it will appear whether the Things I have taught you 
were true, whether the Counſels I have given you were 
good, and whether I truly ſought your Good, and whe- 
ther you have well improved my Endeavours, 
I have, from Time to Time, earneſtly warned you a- 
gainſt Frolicking (as it is called) and ſome other Liber- 
ies commonly taken by young People in the Land. 
And whatever ſome may fay in Juſtification of ſuch Li- 
berties and Cuſtoms, and may laugh at Warnings againſt 
them, I now leave you my parting Teſtimony againſt 
ſuch Things; not doubting but God will approve and 
confirm it in that Day when we ſhall meet before Him. 
V. I would apply my ſelf to the Children of the Con- 
gregation, the of this Flock, who have been fo 
long under my Care. ee hee Be NE . 
I have juſt now faid that I have had a pec 


peculiar Con- 
cern for the young People: and in ſo ſaying, I did not 
intend to exclude you! You are in Youth, and in the 
moſt early Youth : And therefore I have been ſenſible, 


lor thei 
Reſpects 
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forget the Warnings & Counſels I have ſo often given 
again before the great Judge of Quick & Dead; When 


thatif thoſe that were Loung had a precious Opportunity 


SE 
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dear Children, hop I have iaſtructed you, and warned 


you from Time to Time: You know how Ihave often 


called you together for that End: and ſome of you, 
ſometimes, have ſeem'd to be affected with what Ihave 
ſaid to you. But I am afraid it has had no ſaving Effect 
as to many of you; but that you remain ſtill in an un- 
converted Condition, without any real ſaving Work 
t in your Souls, convincing you thoro'ly of your 
Sin & Miſery, cauſing you to ſee the great Evil of Sin, 
and to mourn for it, and hate it above all Things; and 
giving you a Senſe of the Excellency of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, bringing you with all your Hearts to cleave to 
Him as your Saviour; weaning your Hearts from the 
World; and cauſing you to love God above all, and 
ta delight in Holines more than in all the pleaſant 
Things of this Earth: And ſo that I now leave you in 
a miſerable Condition, having no Intereſt in Chriſt, and 
ſo under the awful Diſpleaſure and Anger of God, and 
in danger of going down to the Pit of eternal 
But now I muſt bid you Farewell: I muſt leave you 
in the; Hands of God: I can do no more for you than 
to pray for you. Only I deſire you not to forget, but 
often think: of the Counſels & Warnings I have given 
you, and the Endeavours I have uſed, that your Souls 
might be ſaved from everlaſting Deſtruction. 
Dear Children, I leave you in an evil World, that is 
full of Snares & Temptations. God only knows what 
will become of you. This the Scripture has told us, 
that there are but few ſaved: and we have abundant 
Confirmation of it from what we ſee. This we ſee, 
that Children die as wy — — 8 die be- 
tore they grow up; an e that grow up, co 
ratively few ever give goodEvidence of ſaving — 
ſion to God. I pray God to pity and take Care 
— vide for you the s for the good 
z; and that God himſelf would undertake 
; — heavenly! Father, and the mighty. 
r your immortal — Don't neglect w 
Pra/ 
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ray for your ſelves: Take heed you ben't of the Num- 
* of thoſe, who caſt off Fear, and reſtrain Prayer be- 
fore God. Conſtantly pray to God in Secret; and of- 
ten remember that great Day when you muſt appear 
before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, and meet our Mi: 


niſter there, who has ſo often counſel'd warmed 


you. 


I conclude with a few Words of Advice to all in 
general, in ſome Particulars, which are of great Im- 
portance in Order to the future Welfare and . roſperity 
of this Church and Congregation. © 

1. One Thing — — concerns you, as you 
would be an happyPeo is the a of Family 


Order. 

| great Diſputes how the Church ought 
to be regulated ; and indeed the Subject of theſe Dif- 
putes was of great Im : But the due Regula- 
tion of your Families is of no leſs, and in ſomeReſpetts, 
of much greater Importance. Every Chriſtian Family 
ought to be as it were a little Church, conſecrated to 
Chriſt, and wholly influeaced & governed by his Rules. 
And Family Education and Order are ſome of the chief 
of the Means of Grace. If theſe fail, all other Means 

are like to prove ineffectual. If theſe are duly main- 

tain'd, all the Means of Grace will be like N ac 
and be ſucceſsful. b 

Let me now theoefore, once more, before 1 finally 
ceaſe to ſpeak to this Congregation, repeat and earneſty 
preſs: the Counſel, which I have often urged on Heads 
of Families here, while J was their Paſtor, to great 
Painfulneſs, in teaching, warning and directing their 
Children; bringing chem up inthe Nurture & Adano-- 
nition of- the Lord; beginning early, where there is yet 
Opportunity; and maintaining a conſtant Diligence in 
Labours of this kind: Remembring that, as you would 
not have all your Inſtructions and Counſels ineffectual, 
there muſt be Government as well as Inſtructions, which 
muſt be maintain d with an even Hand, and ſteady Re- 


ſolution as & Guard to che Religion and Morals of the 
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Family, and the Support of its Order. Take heed 
that it ben't with any of of Old, 
who reproved his Children, but reſtrained them not; 
and-chat by this Mears you dent bring the like Curk 
on your Families, as he did on his. 

And let Children obey their Parents, and yield to 


their Inſtructions, and ſubmit to their Orders, as they 
would inherit a Bleſſing and not a Curſe. For we have 
EReaſon to think from many Things in the Word of God, 


that nothing has a greater Tendency to bring a Curſe 
on Perſons, in this World) and on all their temporal 
Concerns, than an undutiful, unſubmiſſive, diſorderly 
Behaviour in Children towards their Parents. 

2, As you would ſeek the future Proſperity of this 
Society, tis of vaſt Im partance that you ſhould avoid 


 Contention: - 


bee 
The Contentions which have been among you, ſince 1 
firſt. became your Paſtor, have been one of the greateſt 


Burdens I have laboured under in the: Courſe of my 


Miniftry : Not only theContentions you have had with 


me, but thoſe which you have had one with another, 
about your Lands, and other Concerns. Becauſe I knew. 


thatContention, Heat of Spirit, Evil- ſpeaking, & Things 
of the like Nature, were directly contrary to the Spirit 


of Chriſtianity, and did in a peculiar Manner tend to 


drive away God's Spirit from. a People, and to render 


all Means of Grace ineffectual, as well as to "— a: 


People! $ outward Comfort and Welfare. 
Let me therefore earneſtly exhort you, as you mould 
ſeek. your own future Good, hereatter to watch againſt 


a contentious Spirit. f you would ſee good Days, ſeek | 
| Peace and enſus it. 1 Pet. iii. 10, 11. Let the Conten- 
tions which has lately been about the Terms of Chriſ- | 


tian Communion, as it has been the gteateſt of your 


Contention, ſo be the laſt of them. I would, now I 
am preaching. my Farewel-· Sermon, ſay to you as the 
2 to He mn, 1 Es "XU," 11. ons 
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ed * Be perfect: Be of one Mind: Live 
Id, | ix Peace; and the God of Love & Peace ſball be with you. 
t; And here I would particularly adviſe thoſe that have 
rſe © adhered to me in the late Controverſy, to watch over 
; their Spirits, and avoid all Bitterneſs. towards others. 
to | Your Temptations are in ſome; Reſpects the greateſt; 
ey | becauſe what has been lately done, is grievous to you. 
ve || But however wrong you may think others have done, 
od, maintain, with great Diligence and Watchfulneſs, a 
rſe © Chriſtian Meekneſs and Sedateneſs of Spirit: and la- 
ral bour, in this Reſpect, to excell others who are of the 
rly contrary Part : And this will be the beſt Victory: For 
be that rules bis Spirit, is better than be that takes a City. 
his Therefore let nothing be done through Strife or Vain- 
did I glory : Indulge no revengeful Spirit in any Wiſe; but 
vatch and pray againſt it: and by all Means, in your 
le. Power, ſeek the — of this Town: And never 
e I I think you behave your ſelves as becomes Chriſtians, 
eſt ¶ but when you Cn ſenſibly and fervently love all, 
ny Men of whatever Party or Opinion, & 2 — friendly 
ith- or unkind, juſt or injurious, to you, or your F e 
er, Nor to the Cauſe and Kingdom of Chriſt. | 
ew 3. Another Thing that vaſtly concerns the forure 
gs [Proſperity of the Town, is that you ſhould watch againſt- 


rit: ¶ the Encroachments of Error; and particularly Arni. 
to — and Doctrines of like Tendency. 

ler You were many of you, as I well remember, much. | 
a alarmed with the Apprehenſion of the Danger of 


Ike prevailing of theſe corrupt Principles, near ſax ixteen | 
Years ago. But the Danger then was ſmall in Compa- 
iſon of what appears now; Theſe Doctrines at thisDay , 
uy much more prevalent than they were then: The 
Progreſs they have made in the Land, within this ſeven” 
| Wears, ſeems to have been vaſtly greater than at any 
Time in the like Space before: And they are {till pre- 
ailing and creeping into almoſt all Parts of the — 5 
threatning the utter Ruin of the Credit of thoſeDoctrines 


which ve por eee, 
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tereſts of vital Piety. And 1 have of late perceived 
ſome Things among your ſelves, that ſhew that you 
are far from being out of Danger, but on the contrary 
remarkably ed. The elder People may perhaps 
think themſelves ſufficiently fortified againſt Infection: 
But tis fit that all ſhould beware of Self- confidence and 
_ GYM ſhould remember thoſe needful War- 
1 of ſacred Writ, Be noiſbigb. minded but fear, and 
that flands, take beed leaſt be fall. But let the 
Sale of the Aar People be as it will, the riſing Gene- 
ration are doubtleſs greatly expoſed. "Theſe Principles 
are exceeding taking with corrupt Nature, and are what 
young People, at leaſt ſuch as have not their Hearts 
eſtabliſh d with Grace, are eaſily led away with. 

And if theſe Principles ſhould greatly prevail in this 
Town, as they very lately have done in another lar 
Town 1 could name formerly greatly noted for Rel. 

on, and fo for a long Time, it will threaten the ſpi- 
ritual and eternal Ruin of this People, in the preſent 
and future Generations. Therefore you have need of 
the 'greateſt and moſt diligent Care and Watchfulneſs 
with Reſpect to this Matter. 

4. Another Thing which I would adviſe to, chat you 
may hereafter be a proſperous People, 1 is chat you' would 
give your ſelves much to Prayer. 

God is the Fountain of all Bleſſing ard Proſperity, 
aid he will be ſought to for his Bleſſing. I would there- 
fore adviſe you not only to be conſtant in Secret and 
Family Prayer, and in the publick Worſhip of God in 
his Houſe, but alſo often to aſſemble” your ſelves in pri- 
vate praying Societies I would adviſe all ſuch as are 
for the Afflictions of Foſeph, & ſenſibly affect- 
— with the Calamities of this Town, of whateverOpini- 
on they be with Relation" to the Subject of our late 

, often to meet together for Prayer, and to 
d for his Mercy to themſelves; and Mercy to 


Town, end Mercy vo Zion and the People of God 


is "end through the World: 


5. The lalk Article of Advice 1 would give (which 
doubtleſs 
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doubtleſs does 4 concern your Proſperity) is, 3a 
you would take great Care with Regard to the Settle- 


ment of a Miniſter, to ſee to it who, or what Manner 
of Perſon he is that you ſettle; 5 particularly in theſe. 
two Reſpects. 
(..) That he be aMan of Pet ſoundPrinciples, 
in the Scheme of Doctrine which he maintains. Þ— 
This you will ſtand in he greateſt Need of, eſpecially 
at ſuch a Day of age % is. AndinOrder 
to obtain ſuch a one, y to exerciſe extraor- 
dinary Care and r — I know the Danger. — — [ 
know theManner of many y entlemen of corrupt 
Principles, their Ways of concealing themſe elves, the fair 
ſpecious Diſguiſes they are wont to put off, by which 
deceive others, to maintain their own Cregi it, and 
get themſelves into others Confidence & Tm ee cnn 
and ſecure and-eſtabliſh their o tereſt, Al they ſee 
a convenient Opportunity to in more 1 
broach and propagate their corrupt Tenets. t 
(2.) Labour to obtain a Man who has an 4 
Character, as aPerſon of ſerious Religion, & fervent P iety. 
Nis of vaſt Importance that thoſe who are ſettled in 
this Work ſhould be Men of true Piety, at all Times, 
and in all Places; but more eſpecially at ſome Times, 
and in ſome Towns & Churches. And this preſent Time, 
which is a Time wherein Religion is in Danger, by ſo 
many Corruptions in Doctrine and Practice, is in a pecu- 
liar Manner a Day wherein ſuch Miniſters are neceſſary. 
Nothing elſe but ſincere Piety of Heart, is at all to be 
— on, at ach a Time as this, as a Security to a 
coming into 3 from the pre- 


—— And his Place is a Place 5 
arly need ſuch a Miniſter, for Reaſons obvious to * 


+ 
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* fe you ſhould happen to ſettle aMiniſter, who knows 
hing truly of Chriſt, and the Way Salvation by 
im, nothing experimentally of the Nature of vital 
eon; ; alaſs, how will you be expoſed as Sheep 
without a Shepherd Here js need of One in this Place, 
who ſhall be eminently fit to ſtand in the» Gap, and 
e, 5 who ſhall be as the Chariots 
and the Horſemen hereof. You need One 
. » 79h al tand as à Qhampion/in the Cauſe of Truth 
revs ha the Power of Godlineſs. #* 
©... Having briefly mentioned theſe important Articles 
of Advice, nothing remęins; But that I now take 
myLeave of you, and bid you all, farewell; wiſh- 
ing and priying for your beſt Proſperity. I would 
now coſnmengYour immortal Souls to Him, who for- 
merly committed them to me, expecting the Day, when 
T muſt meet you ag fore Him, who is the Judge 
of Quick and Dead,” deſire that I may never forget 
this People, who have been ſo long my ſpecial Charge; 
and that 1 may never ceaſe fewently to Pray for your 
. > Proſperity.” May God bleſs you with a faithful Paſtor, 
Be that is well acquainted with his Mind & Will, tho- 
ro'ly warning Sinners, wiſely & ſkilfully ſearching Pros 
ſeſſors, & conducting you in the Way to eternal Bleſſed: 
neſs. May you have truly a burning & ſhining Light ſet! 
up in-thisCandleftick ; and may you, not only for a Sea- 
Lubpe during Mandel Life, and that a long Life, de 
willing to rejoyce in his Light. 

And odere ayers of alGod 
| People ef e e eee 
ful in Mae, of whatever Opinion they m be,wichRa 
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And iet us all remember, and 1 


| folemn M eeting, on that great Day of theLord ; the 
| . 
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